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CHAPTER 120

» PRODUCE INSPECTION LAW
A Law t(: provide for the inspection of certain agricultural produce intended for
export.
[N.ES. 100f 1971, N.ES. 3 0f 1972, N.ES. 2 of 1976, BA.S.L.N. 1 of 1982.]

{Commenccment: 4th September, 1970]

1. Title

This Law mziy be cited as the Produce Inspection Law.

2. Produce to which this Law applies

(1) This Law shall apply 1o the produce described in the First Schedule, being pro-
duce intended for export, and the word “produce” in this Law shall be construed accord-
ingly cxcept where the context otherwise requires.

(2) The Commissioner may by order add to or delete {rom the First Schedulc @ny de-

scription of produce.
[First Schedule.]

3. Interpretation

In this Law, ﬁnlcss the context othcrwisc requires—
» has the meaning assigned to it by regulations made under sec
» ‘means an officer of that rank in the Produce Inspec-

“adulterate tion 7;
“assistant produce officer
tion Section; |
“the Board” means the Bauchi State Produce Inspection Board established under

section 4;

p-316
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({4 H » 2
examiner” includes any rank of produce inspector or produce examiner of the

. .
-I ' I3 f l- I

“exportable standard” means a standard which i
‘ o is not lower than that prescribed
for produce under the provisions of the Export of Nigerian Produce Act, 1358, or of

any ‘.other law made or.having cffect as if made in accordance with subsection (1) of
section 77 of the Constitution of the Federation;

{No. 36 of 1958.]

P ) S . . .
dpest means any vermin, insect, parasite, fungus, bacterium or disease harmful to
producc;

“Producg Inspection Service” means the Produce Inspection Service of the Agri-
cultural Services Division of the Ministry of Natural Resources of the State;

[N.ES. 2of 1976.)

“praduce officer” means any officer of the Produce Inspection Section of or
above the rank of produce officer or pest control officer;

“recceptacle” includes any motor vehicle or vessel;

“the Commissioner” means the Commissioncr charged with ‘responsibility for
Produce Inspection in the State;

“the Federal Board” means the Produce Inspection Board established under scc-
tion 4 of the Produce (Enforcement of Export Standards) Act, 1959;

. [No.21 of 1959.]
i .
 dighe State” means the Bauchi State of Nigeria;

_%this Law” includes any regulations made or deemed to have been made under
this Law;

“to buy” includes to cxchange or barter, whether for goods or services, and to
agrée or contract to buy, exchange or barter;

, %to clean” means to free produce from any foreign, superfluous or inferior matter
by picking, boiling or other means, and includes the extraction of excessive moisture

from produce;
" #to export” means 10 take or cause to be taken out of Nigeria;

1

o grade” means to grade according to grades prescribed under the prm_risions of
the Export of Nigerian Produce Act, 1958, or of any .other law made or !laV}ng effe:l
as'if made in accordance with subsection (1) of scction 77 of the Constitution of the
Federation;
{No. 36 of 1958.]
) )
%10 pass”™ mcans to pass as being of exportable standard;

. g sell” includes to exchange or barter, whether for goods or service, and 10 agree

or contract to sell, exchange of barter.

(lssue 1]
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PART 1I
Bauchi State Produce Inspection Board

4. Establishment of Bauchi State Produce Inspection Board

B V\l’:.th cffect :from the confing into operation of this Law there shall be established a
auchi State Produce Inspection Board constituted as hereinafter mentioned.

5. Composition, constitution and proceedings of Board

(1) The provisions of the Second Sch

)T edule shall apply in relation to the com sition
constitution and proccedings of the Board P ,

(2) The Commissioner may by order vary the provisions of the Second Schedule,
[Second Schedule.)

6. Functions of the Board
The functions of the Board shall be as follows:

(@) 1o advisc the Commissioner upon the making of regulations under section 7
and the amendment or revocation thereof, and upon the making of any or-
der under subscction (2) of section 2;

(b)  to advisc the Commissioner upon any matter concerning the provisions of
this Law or its application or concerning produce inspection generally or
upon any matter referred to it by the Commissioner;

()  to advise the Commissioner as to what places should be appointed as in-
spection stations for produce.

PART Il

Regulations

7. Power to‘r‘p'akc regulations o

(1) The Commissioner, after consultation with the Board and, if he (.:o.nsiders it nec-
essary, with thé Federal Board, may make regulations prescribing or providing for—

9
(@)  the precautions which shall be taken to prevent the occurrence and spread
of pest infestation in produce, and the powers and duties of produce offi-
cers in relation to pest control;

(h) 'thc conditions under which the sale and purchase of produce may be car-
ried out; .
‘the i i sradi i its quality and purity in
c the inspection and grading of produce gccordmg to its qualit; i
© relalimr: to grades and standards prescribed under the provisions of ll}e E::.
port of Nigerian Produce Act, 1958, or of any other law q\ade or h]vm(g: ef-
fect as if madc in accordance with subsectio_n.(l) of section 77 oz t dlc l'on;
stitution of the Fedcration, and the prohibition or regulation o h?ahnl:g.s
with any produce which has not been so inspected and graded or which ha
been adultcrated;
b [No. 36 of 1958.]
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(2) In relation to the makin

what shall be deemed to cons

. titute a ation i .
tion of produce; dulteration in respect of any descrip-

the type of containers to be used f
) t s or produce and th i i
marking, or sealing of such containers; P ° packing. closing,

th¢': types of marking applianccs, seals, presses or punch dies to be used by
examiners, and the designs or numbers to be placed on such marking appli-
ances, scals, presses or punch dies; ‘

the powers and dt'uics of produce officers, assistant produce officers and
examiners in relation to the cleaning of any produce and the removal and
destruction of any extraneous matter or siftings separated from preducc;

the appointment _of markets and other places as inspection stations at which
produce may be inspected and graded;

tl!e structural conditions to which stores, buildings, markets, plinths, bag-
ging yards and premises used or partly used for the inspection, grading and
storage of produce must conform, the registration, classification and num-
bering of such premises and the conditions under which produce shall be
stored;

the. prohibition of the inspection or grading of produce on any premises
which do not conform to the conditions prescribed by regulations under
paragraph (£), or which have not been registered;

the enforcement of necessary precautions against fire in markets, produce
stores, plinths, bagging yards, ginneries and ginnery dumps;

the licensing of persons having charge of any premises referred to in para-
graph (i) and of persons employed in the purchasing and storing of seed
cotton;

the form and place in which registers shall be kept by persons licensed un-
der paragraph (f), and the inspection of such registers;

the appointment of licensing authorities for the purposes of rcgqlations
made hereunder, the grant, rencwal, form and duration of any licences
which may be prescribed, and the conditions which may be attached

thereto;

the fees to be paid including those for inspection or re-inspection or over-
time, and the collection, disposition, allocation, reimbursement or waiver

of such fees;

conditions for the working of overtime by assistant produce officers or ex-
aminers, and the issue of permits for overtime work;

he better carrying into effcct of the provisions of this Law;

ations made hercunder, not ex-
sonment for six months or both

gencrally for t

the penalties for offences against' any {cgul.
ceeding a fine of five hundred naira or impri
such fine and imprisonment.

g of regulations the Commissioner shall not be bound to

act upon the advice of the Board.

(tssue 1)
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(3) The Commissioner ma
any case in which the m
its advice in the time wit

T "y _malfe regulations without first consulting the Board in
;;'lu is, in .h|.s judgment, too urgent to admit of the Board giving
in which it is necessary to make the regulations,

(4) Until regulations arc made unde isi
; r the provisions of this section the regulati
31):(1;) ::;gzri:'l:s Produ‘c_:c ln.;ptl.;clion (Northern Nigeria) Law, and in force on thgud::iaog?
operation of this Law shall, in so far as they d ict wi

e nto « 1 of thi X y do not conflict with the pro-
mls‘lo?)s of this Law, remain in full forc'e and cffect in the State with such modificalionl; as
d(;c):“ e(el :I:ti]c&:arg to mal:’c thc(ljn applicable to the provisions of this Law, and shall be

ave been made under this Law, and may be amended, varied, modi

revoked as though they had been so made. ’ »varied, modified and

[N.N. 1963 Cap. 103 (now Federal).]
PART IV

Powers in relation to Inspection of Produce
8. Inspection of produce

The inspection, passing and grading of produce shall be carried out by examiners and
by Qfﬁc;:rs of the Produce Inspection Service in accordance with regulations made under
section 7.

9. Power to re-examine produce

A pl:oducc officcr, assistant produce officer or examiner may re-examine any
produce which has been inspected and passed, and for such purpose may take all such
steps, including the opening of packages as he may deem necessary. °

(2) If upon ré-cxamination the produce officer, assistant produce officer or examiner
finds that the prodice has not been properly passed or graded, or has detcriorated to such
an cxtent as no lopger 1o conform to the quality or grade assigned to it on ils previous
cxamination, such.produce may be detained uplil it has been properly graded or passed:

Provided that the Commissioner or any officer deputed by him in writing may, if
satisfied that thé produce has deteriorated or been damaged without the fault of the
owner, grant a written permit authorising the release of the produce upon such conditions
and for such purposes as may be specified in the permit.

(3) If upon re-examination the produce officer, assistant produce officer or examiner

finds that the produce has been adulterated, or that any offence has ht?en comrnitt_cgl in
respect of the produce, he shall deal with the produce in accordance with the provisions

of scctions 12, 13 and 14.

(4) If upon re-cxamination the preduce officer, assistant produce officer or examiner
finds that the produce has becn properly passed or graded, he shall causc it to be re-
packed and properly marked.

10. Duty to provide labour

The person in charge of any produce which is to be examined or re-cxamined in ac-
cordance with the provisions of this Law shall provide such labour as may be necessary

for the purposes of the examinations or re-examination.

(Issue 1] . ‘ P-320
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'

or c‘xan.liner may order that it shall be so packed, and the owner of the produce and the
person in charge thercof at the time of seizure shall be responsible for the provision of
suitable receptacles and the labour necessary to carry out the order.,

(2) A produce officer may order that any produce which has been seized and detained

;:: r;:ny premises shalf.hc removed and kept under detention in other premises approved by

(3). Any.producc which has been scized and detained shall be sealed in receptacles to
the satisfaction of a produce officer, assistant produce officer or examiner, and shajl not
be removed or cleaned, except upon the order or with the written permission of a produce
officer, until any charge or complaint in respect of the produce has been determined:

Provided that—

©

)] un}ess a charge or complaint is made within three months of its being
seized the produce shall be released from detention;

(i) notwithstanding anything contained in Chapter XXX of the Criminal Pro-
cedure Code, where a person charged with an offence against the Law in
respect of any producc has been acquitted or discharged, the court shall not
order the release of the produce until fourteen days have elapsed from the
date of the judgment of acquittal or discharge, or until a produce officer has
notified the court in writing of his intention not to institute further proceced-
ings in respect of the produce, whichever date is the carlier;

|Cap. 38.]

(iii) if a produce officer has notified the court in writing within the said period
of fourlcen days of his intention to institute further procecdings in respect
of th&;'p;ifoducc or to appeal against the judgment of acquittal or discharge,
the court shall not order the release of the produce pending the determina-
tion of such proceedings or appeal.

14. Treatment of :d‘.‘q:_tained produce

(1) If the owner or person in charge of any produce which has been seized and de-
tained considers that the condition of the produce is such that the storage thereof in that
condition will result,in further damage or deterioration, he may apply in writing to a pro-
ducc officer for permission to clcan the produce.

(2) Upon application being made as provided in subsection _(I), the produce officer
may permit the owner or person in charge of the produce to clean it, and when the p.roduce
has been cleaned it shall be dealt with in accordance with the provisions of subsection (3)
of scction 13, '

(3) If a produce officer or assistant produce officer considers th?t any produ.c? wlligh
has been seized and_detained is in such condition that its storage in t!lal f:ondmon will
result in further damage or detcrioration he may, whether or not an application under su!)-
section (1) has been made, order the owner or person in charge of the produce to cle;an it,
and may permit the temporary rclease of the produce for that purpose.

rg is cle i isi f subsection (2) or
4) Before any produce is cleancd in pursuance of the provisions o
sub.get):lion (3), there shall be prepared in the presence of the appllgant and the pr.oduce;
officer or an officer deputed by him in that behalf a document showing the net weight o

.

(1ssue 1) P-322
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the produce, the number of receptacles in which it is i

‘ duce, S s packed and the gross weight of an
sar[lplcs: mlfen, and such document when signed by both the applicant and th% producz
officer or his deputy shall be conclusive evidence of the particulars therein contained.

15. Forfeiture of produce upon conviction

Upon the conviction of any person for an offence under this Law in respect of any
produce .of which he is the owner, the court may order, in addition to any penalty which
may be imposed, that the produce together with the receptacles in which it is contained
shall be destroyed or forfeited or that the produce shall be cleaned by the owner to the
sallisfac(;ion of a produce officer, assistant produce officer or examiner and thereafter be
released.

16, Forfeiture of produce upon complaint

(§))] ‘Where any produce has been seized and detained under the provisions of sec-
tions 12 and 13 and—

(a)  the owner is unknown or cangot be found; or
'.(b)  the produce is adultcrated or of such inferior quality that either—
‘ (i) it cannot be cleaned to an exportable standard; or

(ii) its retention is liable to endanger the quality of any other produce
with which it may come into contact; or °
(iii) a produce expert considers that by reason of its inferiority it should
be destroyed,
a complaint shall, as soon as may be after the expiry of seven days from the date on
which the produce was seized, be laid before a magistratc for the purposes of enforcing
forfciture or destruction of the produce and of the receptacles in which it is contained,
and the magistrate shall cause notice to be given in such manner as he may think proper,
stating that unless causce is shown to the contrary at the time and place stated in the notice
the produce and receptacles may be forfeited or destroyed.

2) At the time and place stated in the notice the magistrate may, unless causc is
shown to the contrary, order that the produce and receptacles shall be destroyed or for-
feited and disposcd of in such manner as may be directed by the head of the Produce In-

spection Service.
PARTV

Offences and Proceedings

17. -(i) Any person who adulterates, or causes to be adult'erated, or by negligence or
otherwise permits the adulteration of any produce shall be guilty of an offence.

(2) Subject to the provisions of subsection (3) any person who—
(@)  buys or receives; or
(b)  selis or offers or €xposcs for sale; or

(c) tendersin satisfaction of a claim or demand; or

(1ssue 1]
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(d) possessq’s or has in his custody or under his control, whether for sale or for
any other purpose, and whether for the use or benefit of himself or of any
other person, and whether or not as agent or scrvant of another person,

any adulterated prodhce shall be guilty of an offence. e

(3). A person shall not be convicted of an offence under subsection (2) if he proves to
the satisfaction of the court—

9

{a) that he did not know and could not with reasonable diligence have known
that the produce was adulterated; and

(5)  that he had taken all reasonable precautions against the commission of the
offence; and

(c)  that on demand being made by a produce officer, assistant produce officer
or cxaminer he gave all the information in his knowledge with respect 1o
the person from whom he obtained the produce and the person who con-
veyed or delivered the produce to him or any other person on his behalf.

18. Unauthorised use of possession of seal, etc.
Any person who—

(1)  makes unauthorised use of any prescribed type of seal, press, punch-dic or
other scaling or marking appliance used for sealing produce or for marking
containers, or of any apparatus for sampling or testing produce, or for ex-
tracting any of the contents of bags of produce; or

(b)  without lawful excusc (the onus of proving which shall be upon him) is
found in possession of any such appliance or apparatus or of any article so
closely resembling such appliance or apparatus as reasonably to be mis-
taken therefor,

shall be guilty of aﬁ'lgu.ffence.
19. Miscellancous oﬁcnces

(1) Any person who without lawful excuse—

(a) hinders or molests any produce officer, assistant produce officer, exafniner
or other person charged with any duties or powers under this Law ig the
cxercise of any such duties or powers;

(»)  [fails 10°comply wilh any order lawfully given under the provisions of this
Laws ", S
(c) removes, cleans or in any way tampers with any produce or any receptacle

which has been seized or detaintd by a produce officer, a}ssistant produce
officer or examincr in accordance with the provisions of this Law;

(d)  breaks or removes any seal or any twine, wirc or other fasgcning placed
upon a receptacle containing produce by a produce officer, assistant producc
officer or examiner, whether after the grading of the produce contamgd
therein or after the scizure and detention of such produce and receptacle in
accordance with the provisions of sections 12 and 13;

{lssue 1] : P-324
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- {e)  substitutes for any produce which has becn inspected and passcd or graded
any other produc_:c, or adds extrancous matter or any uninspected produce to
any produce which has becn inspecicd and passed or graded;

k()] f:lils to furnish any information lawfully demanded under the provisions of
lhls.l,aw or furnish information which he knows to be false in a material
particular or does not believe to be true:

(8)  hasin his possession or custody or under his control, whether for sale or for
any other purpose, and whether for the use or benefit of himself or of any
other persons, and whether as agent or scrvant of any other person—

(i) any produce which has been inspected and passed or graded, and of
which the receptacles have been tampered with as described in this
section; or .

(i) any produce which has been substituted for produce which has been
passed or graded; or

“(h)  consigns, transports, carrics or takes oul, or atlempts (o consign, transport,
carry or take out of the State any produce which has not been inspected,
passed and graded in accordance with the provisions of this Law,

shall be guilty of an offence.

N . . - . 9 . 3
(2) In any prosecution for an offence against this section the onus of proving the cxis-
tence of a lawful excusc shall lie on the person charged.

(3) No person shall be conviétcd of an offence under paragraph (g) of subsection (1)
if he proves to the satisfaction of the court—

(@)  that he did not know and could not with reasonable diligence have known
' that the produce or receptacles thereof had been tampered with or suffered
substitution as aforesaid;

‘ (b)  that he had taken all reasonable precautions against the commission of the
offence;

“(¢) that as soon as he discovered or became aware that an offence had been or
was being committed he made immediate report in writing to a produce of-
ficer; and

(d)  that on demand being made by a produce officer, assistant produce officer
or examiner he gave all the information in his knowledge with respect to
the produce and the receptacles thereof, the person from whom he obtained
the produce and the person who conveyed or delivered it to him or any
other person on his behalf.

20. Wrongful grading

(l)" A produce officer, assistant produce officer or examiner who knowingly passes or
grades produce which is not of exportable standard shall be guilty of an offence.

(25 Where in any prosccution under this section the person charged.allcges that with-
out his consent unauthorised use was made of any seal, press, Qunch-dnc or other scaling
or marking appliance used for sealing produce, the onus of proving such unauthorised use

shall be upon him.

P-325 [1ssue l)
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(3) In any prosecution under this section it shall be sufficient for the proseculim: to
prove the person charged to be a produce officer, assistant produce officer or examiner,
and that he passed or graded the produce in question for export and that such produce was

not of exportable standard, and thereupon the onus proving that he did not act knowingly
shall be upon the person charged.

(4) The provisions of subsection (1) of section 24 shall not apply to a prosecution
brought for an offence against this section.

21. Offences in relation to samples

Any person authorised to take samples of produce under the provisions of this Law
who uses or disposes of such samples or any part thercof for his own gain or for any other
unlawful purpose shall be guilty of an offence.

22. Failure to inspeét

(1) Any produce officer, assistant produce officer or examiner who without lawful
excuse, the onus of proving which shall be upon him, delays, detains or refuses to in-
spect, pass or grade any produce shall be guilty of an offence.

(2) The provisions of subsection (1) of section 24 shall not apply to a prosecution
brought for an offence against this section.

23. Pcnaltics

(1) Any person who is guilty of an offence under paragraph (h) of subscction (1) of
section 19 of this Law: shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding five hundred
pounds or to imprisopment for a lerm not excecding three years or to both such fine and
imprisonment. '

)] An); person who is guilty of any other offence under this Law shall be liable on
conviction to a fine not exceeding two hundred pounds or to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding one year or to both such fine and imprisonment, ¢

(3) Upon the conviction of any person for an offence under paragraph (/) of subsec-
tion (1) of section 19 of this Law in respect of any produce of which he is the owner or
the person in charge of the produce, the Court may order, in addition to any penalty
which may be imposcd, that the produce together with the receptacles in which it is con-
tained shall be forfeited. ¢

(4) Where any produce has been seized and detained under the provision of para-
graph (1) of subsection (1) of section 19 and the owner or the person in charge of lh_e
produce is unknown or.cannot be found a complaint shall, as soon as may, after the expi-
ration of seven days from the datc on which the produce was scized, be laid before a
magistrate for the purpose of enforcing forfeiture of the produce ar)d of the receplacles in
which it is contained, and thc magistrate shall cause notice to be given in such manncr as
he may think proper, stating that unless cause is .shown to the contrary at the time and
place stated in the notice the produce may be forfeited.

[N.E.S. 2 of 1976.}
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(5) At the time and place stated in the netice the magistrate may, unless causc is
shown to the contrary, order that the produce and receptacles shall be forfeited and sold
in the open market and the praceeds paid into the general revenue.

24, Proéégutions

. (1) No prosecution for any offence under this Law (other than an offence under scc-
tion 20 or section 22) shall be commenced except with the consent of an officer of the
Produce Inspection Service not below the rank of produce officer or pest control officer:

Provided that no such consent shall be necessary in the case of a prosecution insti-
tuted by or upon the instruction of the Attorney-General.

(2) A prosecution for an offence under this Law may be brought in the name of the
head of the Produce Inspection Service and may be conducted by him or by a produce
officer or assistant produce officer, and any prosecution so instituted shall be deemed
prima facic to have been commenced with due consent.
25. Presumption as intention to export

¢

In anYﬁpmccedings against any person for an offence under this Law it shall not be
necessary. to prove that the preduce the subject of the charge was intended for export, and
such produce shall be presumed to have been intended for export unless the contrary be
proved. .

26. Efl'éét of inspection, passing ot grading

In any proccedings relating to the quality or purity of any produce inspected and
passed or graded under the provisions of this Law, the inspection, passing or grading of
such prodiice shall not be conclusive as to its quality or purity,

1

27. Produce cxperts

(1) The Commissioner may by notice in the Bauchi State Gazette declare suitably
expericnced persons to be produce experts for the purposes of this Law in respect of any
kind of produce. .

(2) In-any procecdings for an offence under this Law in which the quality or condi-
tion of apy produce is a fact in issue, the court may, if it thinks fit, direct a produce expert
to examine such produce, or samples thercof, and to report in writing on its quality or
condition, and the written report of such produce expert shall be sufficient evidence of
the facts stated therein, unless tlic person charged requires the produce expert to be called
as a witness.

1
28. Power to sue for fees

Any fees due under the provisions of this Law may be recovered as a civil debt by the
head of the Produce Inspection Service, and shall be paid into the general revenue of the
State.

29. Prdéecdings against officers

An officer upon whom powers are conferred or duties are imposed by this L:':w shall
not be liable for any act or thing done in good faith for the purposes of exccuting such

powers and dutics: o

‘ P-1327 [Issuc 1)
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©

Provided that nothing herein contained shall exempt any person from any proceed-
ing by way of mandamus, injunction, prohibition or similar order.

SCHEDULES

FIRST SCHEDULE
[Section 2]

Produce 1o which the Law Applies
(N.ESS.20f1976.]

Beeniseed Groundnuls

Groundnul cake

Capsicums ..o

Cassavit StrCh wueenevrcnnivisanieninisissisione, Groundnut oil
Castor sced ' Gum Arabic Kenaf
: Palm kernels
. Palm oil
Cotton sced ... o . Sced cotton
Cotton lint Shea nuts
GINBET oocrriiiseitsssiissinissstossssssiosiassssissarsstssssenssssssstssssssssossasssassssoss Soya beans

SECOND SCHEDULE
[Section 5]

Compasition, Constitution and Proceedings of the Bauchi State Produce Inspection Board

1. Composition of Board

The Board shall consist of a Chairman and eight other members.
2. Chairman .
The Head of the Produce Inspection Section shall be the Chairman of the Board.

3. Mcmbers ‘
The members of the Board shall be as follows:

A—Official Members
The Chief Agric(iitﬁral Officer, Ministry of Natural Resources, Bauchi State of Nigeria
or his representative.
B—Nominated Members
Five members nominated by the Commissioner to represent respectively—
(a) the groundnut producers;
(h) the colloh'producers;
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(c¢) the producers of other commodities;
(d) the local authorities;
(e) the licensed buying agents.

4. Secretary
The Principal Produce Officer of the Produce Inspection Service shall be secretary of the
Board.

[+

8. Tenure of office of nominated members

(1) Subject to subparagraphs (2) and (3), a nominated member shall hold office for three
years from the date of his appointment. ¢

(2) A nominated member may by notice in writing addressed to the chairman resign
from membership of the Board.  ©

(3) The Commissioner may declare vacant the seat of any nominated member who—

(@) has been absertt from two consecutive meetings of the Board without the chair-
© man’s permission; or

(h) is incapacitated by physical or mental illncss; or
'(¢) is otherwise unable or unfit to discharge the functions of a member.

6. ’l‘efnporary members

Where @ member is temporarily incapacitated or is temporarily absent from the State, the
Commissioncr may appoint any person to be a temporary member of the Board during such
incapacity or absence.

7. Status of members

A'member of the Board shall not be deemed by virtue only of his membership of the
Board to be the holder of an office of emolument under the State.

8. Mei:ii‘ngs and proceedings of the Board
(1) Ordinary mectings of the Board shall be convened by the chairman.

(2) Any thrce members may by notice in writing signed by them request the chairman (o
convenc-a special meeting of the Board for the purposes specified in the notice, and, upon
reccipt of such notice, the chairman shall convenc a special meeting for such purposes at the
carliest. convenient date.

9, Coobplion

Where upon any special occasion the Board desires to obtain the advice of any person
upon any matter, the Board may co-opt such person to be a member for sucl meeting or meet-
ings as may be required, and such person shall whilst so co-opted have all the rights and privi-
leges of a member of the Board, save that he shall not be entitled to vote on any question.

10. Veting ’

(1) All questions proposed for decision shall be determined by a majority of the votes of
the members present and voting,

(2)" The chairman shall have an original vote and also, if upon any question the votes are
cqually:divided, a casting vate.
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11. Quorum

At any meeting of the Board, the chairman and four other members, two of whom shall
be members other than public officers, shall form a quorum.

12. Vacancies

The Board shall not be disqualificd for the transaction of business by reason only of any
vacancy among the members, and in casc of the absence of the chairman from any meeting,

the Board may appoint a temporary chairman from amongst the mcmbers present at the
meeting.

13. The Board may, with the approval of the Commissioner, make standing orders for the
proper conduct of its busincss.
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