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CHAPTER 23

BUSH BURNING (PROHIBITION) LAW

Edit No 25
ol 1985,
Imo State

A Law to Provide for Prohibition of Bush Burning in Ebonyi State..
Commencement (23"‘ Augua‘-l |()x§)
Citation. This Law may be cited as the Bush Burning (Prolibition.) Law

Interpretation. 2. [n this Law: \ W tl ;
“Bush™ means any forest, trees, grassland, plantation, \«}clulion 0
other plant growth, whether dry or fresh:

“Fire™ includes other inflammable or combustible mater:

“Forest officer”™ means any officer of the Forestry Division of

Ministry of Agriculture and Food not below the rank of Asiistan

Conservator of Forests, or any stafl of the Forestry Div

delegated by the Chiel Conservator of Forests;

“Open place™ includes farmland, whether cultivated or B 7

cultivated, forest, grassland, thicket, meadow., park, field, vill

square and other public places.
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Prohibition of 3.
lire.

Notwithstanding anything contained in the Forest Law or any othei\.
law, no person shall:

J
(a) set fire on any forest, trees, grassland, grasses or any el
vegetation in any place;

(b)

(¢) exeept as permitted by or excused under any enactment i
force in the State, set fire on anything in an open place; or
(d)
life, health or property ol any other person.

Bush burning for 4

Burning of bush for hunting of animals is specifically prohibited.
hunting prohibited. £




Bush Burning (Prohibition) 1ay [CAP 23)

S, Seetion 3 of this Law shall notapply to any farmer who burns his

larmland for planting or cultivation of crops provided that such 3
farmer creates fire breaks from (he surrounding inflammable
materials of the farm, so however that (he surrounding bush or

larmland is not affecred by the fire,

0. () Any person who:
() contravenes:
() atempts 1o contravence;
(c) aids or abets any other person in contravening;;

() counsels or - procures any  other
contravence: on

person (o
(¢) v aceessory before or after the fact of the contra
vention ol any provision of seetion 3 o

4ol this
Law,

IS guilty of an offence and - liable, on
conviction, 10 a fine of Five Thousand Naira or. in
default, 1o imprisonment for one year,

(2) It is no defence (o prosccution for an offence
subsection (1) of (his seetion that the ace
right or interest in any
that fire was sel.

under
used person has o
thing or place on which it is alleped

(1) A local government searctary, police officer, forest officer or
other person authorized by any of them in wriling, may arrest
without warrant any person who commits or is re sonably
suspeeted to have committed an offence under this Law.

(2) Any person arrested pursuant o subsection (1) of (his
section shall, as soon as may be practicable, be arraigned
before (he Magistrate’s Court lmving Jurisdiction i the
place where the offence was committed (0 he deall with
according 1o law.

8. A proseeution for an offence under this Law shall not operate as a
bar e any civil proceedings that may be instituted (or damages or
injury by fire ser. applied or used by any person in contravention of
any provision of sections 3 and 4 of (his Law.
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