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CHAPTER 52
EBONYISTATE ELECTRICITY BCARD LAW.
A LAW TO LESTABLISI EBONYI STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD ISN
| EDICTT NO, 26
i ol 198>

I_ (21" November, 1984}

Commencement

PART L-PRELIMINARY

l. ‘This Law may be cited as the Ebonyi State Electricity Board Law. Citation

i 2 In this Law i kit ].;5
“arcas of supply" means thosc parts of the State where the National
Lilectricity Power Authority does not for the time being maintain any
clectricity undertakings or installations; or the arcas where the Board ‘
. supplics clectricity or maintains installations concurrently  with I
' National Electric Power Authority; |
"the Board" means the Ebonyi State Electricity Board cstablished by .
i scetion 3 of this Law; il

| "Chairman” mcans tilc Chairman of the Board appointed under Il
! scction 4 (a) of this Law; il
! "General Manager” means the administrative head ol the Board; i
| “Commissioner” means the Commissioner charged with  the h:
E responsibility for clectricity; it

| "functions” include powers and dutics; il
"Government” means the Government of Ebonyi State of Nigeria;
" Governor" means the Governor of Ebonyi State ol Nigeria;

{
"State” means Ebonyi State of Nigeria. H
“National Electricity Power Authority” includes Power Holding !l."
Company of Nigeria or any other body or authority exercising the |‘|'
powers of National Electricity Power Authority whatever name it is |

; called, u‘L
\

) PART IL-ESTABLISHMENT, FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF THE BOARD .

o4 (1) There is hereby established a body known as the Ebonyi State  gisublishment i

| Iilectricity Board. R S il

! (2) The Board shall be a body corporate  with perpetual ‘ |||

' succession and a common scal, and may sue or be sued in its i
corporale name.
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(3) The Board shall have power to acquire, hold and. subject 1o
the provisions ol this Law, disposc of, mortgage or
otherwise deal with movable or immovable property

The composition of the Board shall be as follows:

(1) a4 Chairman (who shall not be the Commissionecr) o be
appointed by the Governor,
(11) three (3) members, one cach from the three zoncs of the

State. to be appointed by the Governor:

(iii)  two (2) mcmbers, representing special - interests. 10 be
appointed by the Governor:

(iv)  the Permanent Sceretary, Ministry of Works and Transpori
or his representative:

(v) the General Manager of Ebonyi State Elcetricity Boari.

The (unctions of the Board shall be o

(a) [n'nvitiu and distribute cleetricity  for public, domestic,
industrial and commercial use in arcas of supply;

(b) establish, manage, maintain and work such  cleetririty
undertakings as the Board may deem cxpedient 1o e
purpose of its functions:

(¢) manufacture, provide, sell. let, hire, connect, maintaii. repan

or remove any clectric lines, fittings, apparatus OF appliances
for lighting, hcating or power, or for any other purposc lor
which clectricity can or may be used;

(d) maintain shops and showrooms for the display, sale and hire
ol clectrical cquipment of all kinds;

(¢) carry out the advertisement of such clectrical cquipment
whether by way of demonstration. exhibition or otherwise:
and '

(N perform such other functions as may [rom time to tme he

assigned to it by the Government.

() For the efficient discharge ol its functions under this Law. the
Board shall have power to
(a) senerate, transmit,  transform, distribute  and I.\.ull

clectricity cither in bulk or to consumers i the arcas
of supply:

(b) construct, reconstruct, maintain and operate elegiric
generating - stations, rransmission  and  distribution
lines. transformer  stations. and all other statibns,
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(c)

()

(¢)

(1)

(g)

(h)

buildings and works necessary for carrying out its dutics
under this Law, including the abstraction of water rom any
lake, river, stream or other natural source, and the doing of all
such acts that may be neeessary for utilizing and returning the
water 5o abstracted, so however that all waler not consumed
shall be returned in a condition not Jess purc than when it was
abstracted:;
cnter at any time between the hours of 6 4.m. and 6 p.m. or, in
case of emergency, at any other time into or upon any
building, premises or land upon, over, under or through which
any line, installation, fitting, appliance or other service has
been laid or made by the Board in order 1o
(1) carry out any inspection, repair or maintenance, or
(i) disconncct the supply of electricity from such building
Or premiscs;
enter into such contracts as may be necessary or advantageous
or expedient for the performance ol its functions under this
Law, including contracts for the bulk supply of materials:
acquire, purchase, lease. hold, construct, manufacture or
maintain - any property - whatsoever  required  for  or in
connection with the performance of its functions and, subject
to the provisions of section 24 of this Law, sell, dispose of, or
otherwise deal with such property or any part thercof:
enter into any agreement with any person for the supply,
manulacture, construction, maintcnance or repair by that
person of any property which is neeessary or appropriate
[or the purposes of the Board;
do anything for the purposc ol advancing the skill of
persons employed by the Board., including the provisions of
lacilitics for training, education, rescarch or for securing
the cfficient running of the service and cquipment of the
Board, or for improving the manner in which the same are
operated;

invest money not for the time being required for s
purposcs under this Law, in lands, buildings, housing
Cstates, shares, debentures, or other securities approved by
the Governor in writing and with the like approval, to sell
such lands, buildings, stocks, debentures or other securitics:
Insure its property against all forms of risks: and

1013
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() do anything which in its opinion is requisite, advan
tageous or convenient for the carrying on of is
functions under this Law.

(2) ‘I'he Board may co-operate with or enter into such agreements
with the Power Holding Company of Nigeria or any other
Authority to ensure the efficient and satisfactory performance
of its functions under this Law.

"T'he cquipment manufacturcd or purchased by the Board for carrying
out its functions shall be ol the same specifications and standards as
those of the Power Holding Company of Nigeria.

ANl electric lines, fittings, apparatus and appliances provided or let on
hire by the Board on.a consumer's premiscs shall be deemed to form
part of the property of the Board.

(H ‘The Governor shall appoint a fit and proper person as the
General Manager of the Board who shall hold office on such
terms and conditions as may bc specified in his letter ol
appointment.
(2) ‘The General Manager as the Chief Executive of the  Board
shall
(a) be responsible for carrying, out the policy and
decisions of the Board; and
(b) manage all the business and keep and preserve the
property of the Board.

(3)  ‘The Board may delegate o the General Manager of the Board
such of its functions and powers ander this Law as the Board
thinks may be morc conveniently or expeditiously dealt with
by him so as Lo enhance the efficient conduct of the alfairs of
the Board.

(1) The Board shall appoint a fit and proper person 1o be the
Sceretary to the Board. The Sccretary who shall notbe 4
member of the Board shall be responsible for the conduct
of “the correspondence and keep records of such
correspondence, take and keep minutes of the pmuculingk
of the Board and perform such other duties as may be
assigned to him by the Board or the General Manager (rom

(ime to time.
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d

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Law, the Board may
(a) [rom time to time appoint such persons as officers

and servants of the Board as It may consider
necessary and determine their salaries. cmoluments

and conditions of service:

(b) grant or guarantee loans to employees on terms and
conditions as it may approve;

(c) make standing regulations for (he guidance of the
Board in matters relating to conditions of scrvice,
disciplinary control of staff, cte., so however that
until such new regulations are made, the Civil
Scrvice Rules or Regulations for the time being in
force “in the State shall apply to the staff of the
Board.

(1) A member of the Board otherwisce than as an ex-olTicio
member shall hold office for three years on such terms and
conditions as 10 remuncration and allowances ag may be
specilicd in the letter or instrument appointing him, and
may be cligible for reappointment for another term.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in the instrument of
letter by which he ig appointed, a member of the Board
appointed pursuant o section 4 (i), (ii) and (iii) of this I.aw
may resign his appointment by a letter signed by him and
addressed 1o the Governor.

(3) Notwithstanding  the provisions  of the foregoing

subscctions, the Governor may remove a member if he iy

satisfied that the member is incapable of discharging the

[unctions of his office or [or gross misconduct.

PART I SUPPLY OF ELECTRICITY
In the excercise of s [unctions under (his Law, the Board shall
direet its policy towards cnsuring that reasonable clectricity
charges shall as far as possible be levied in respect of electricity
actually supplicd by the Board.

(1) The Board may fix charges for clectricity supplied by it at
such rate and scale as. it considers reasonable.

B T e e
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(2) Subject to the provisions of subscction (1) of this scetioi,
the rates and scales of charges fixed by the Board fos
cleetricity sold in bulk or dircet to consumers, and services
rendered by the Board, shall be such as to ensure that the
Board makes profit therefrom together with other revenuc
accruing to the Board shall be sufficient as ncarly as
possible to
(a) meet payments [ailing to be made in that ycar by the

Board in respecet of interests on, or repayment of the
principal of any money borrowed by the Board; and
(b) cnsurc that any sum the Board may deem proper o
sct aside in that ycar as reserve fund, cxtensions,
rencwals,  depreciation,  loans  and  other ke
purposcs. is derived from the profits of the Board

(3) Charges for clectricity or services may, if the Board thinks
(it, be fixed at different rates and scales Tor different
localitics for the cfficiency or safety ol the consumer's
wire, fittings, appliances and apparatus so inspected, tesied
or installed or for any damage or loss arising oul of the usc
or misusc of such consumer's wire, fittings, apphances and
apparatus by the consumer or any other person other than
the cmployee of the Board.

(4) The Board shall, except on the [irst inspection or testing, be
entitled to preseribe a reasonable fee or fees for inspection
or tests of consumer's wires, fittings, appliances  or

apparatus.
Sl AP 14.  The Board shall not, by virtue ol making any inspection or test of
responsible o S ‘ Lo . . .
safety of consumer's wires, fittings, appliances and apparatus in accordance
CONBIIE 5 “with the provisions of this Law or any regulations made under the
wires, el > . w - | %
Cap. 57 Llectricity Act, whether during the progress of the work ol

installation at the consumer's premises or after completion, be
responsible for the cfficiency or safety of the consumer's wires,

fittings. appliances and apparatus so inspected, tested or installed |
or for any damage or loss arising out of the use or misuse of such
consumer's  wires, fittings, appliances and apparatus by the |
consumer or any other person other than the cmployce ol the

Board.

{
i
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15.

16.

11 any person or department ol (‘:uv_crnmcnl does anylh;gg \::;Lllv\l:llt:
person or department is authorized by law 1‘0 ( m;m“i(m -
|.1cccs,~;ilutcs an alteration in any pu'rl of L‘h(,.:mu.‘. th ey
distribution system vested inoor wh!ch s .1hc p!u[.)gr y alfonil
the Board shall, by rcasonable nullcg being given h‘) \1 L \-u&;
make such alteration and the expenses incurred shall be borne by
person or department.

(h

(4)

Subject to the provisions of subscctions (4) and {5.) of ”?‘15;

section, the Board may, through its officers or ugcnlh \.’\.fllh a

necessary workmen and other sc:‘van.ts. cnblcr [rom tme o

time on any lands for all or any of the following purposes

(a) the survey and taking of levels; 1.

(b) the construction, placing, maintenance, cx.ammullu.n.
repair, alteration or removal of any electric or main
transmission line;

(c) lhc'culling and removal near or on cach side of any
proposcd or existing clectric or main transmission line
ol all such trees and underwood as may interfere or be
likcly to interfere with the construction or proper
working of any such line;

(d) attaching to any wall, house or other building, any

bracket or other suitable fixture required for the

carrying or support of an clectric or main transmission

line or any other clectrical apparatus;

any other work connected with the supply of

cleetricity.

(¢)

Save as is otherwise specifically provided by scction 17 of

this Law, the Board shall, when practicable, give
occupier of any land on which it intends o enter.
For all or any of the purpose

notice 1o the

s mentioned in subscction (1) of
this scction, such officers. agents, workmen or other servants
of the Board may remain on any such land for the period
necessary for carrying out the assignment.

The Board shall not construc
repair, .;1Ilcr brremove any electric or main transmission line
under, in, upon, over, along or across any land, road, buildine
or embankment under the control  of v
Government or public authority without the
department  of Government oy
approval shall not be unre

L, place, maintain, examine,

a department of
approval of such
public authority, which
asonably withheld.

1oy
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Any cleetrie o main ransmisgjon line
Over any rogd shall he Placed ¢ ;¢ NOLLO interfe with the
passape along sych road, and he Board ghyj mike nrlu(!‘
any road opened of broker up [or the purpo
N subscetion (1) of thig Scction,

placed deross o
SCS relerred o

Before L'Un.sirucling & new cleegrice or

2Elo man ransmission
line across any land

o or dlaching Ny fixtare (o iny

hmkhfrg. If.}c Boarg shall, wher, Practicable, gopye on the

ncqqncr Of such lang or huildiug Such notice 4 IS referred
lt.J I subscction (2) of scetion 14 which shal be in Wrilinge

Siving 4 (Icscl'iplim] of the natyre of the ling of lixture ang

the manner il which j IS intendeq lo be Constructed (o

allachey,

I withip thirty days after the scrvice of Such notice (he

occupier faily (0 lodge an objection wih the Board i,

Wriling 1o (he Work specified i the notice, (he Board may

proceed with (hy work, ;

(a) II" within thirty days afier the service of such notice
the Occupier lodges an objection wigh the Board iy
writing (o the work specified i the notice, sy work
shall not pe undertaken by the Board unless and ungj
the Board hys Oblained (he approval in Writing of (he
Governor,

(b) The Governor may delegate his power of approvay
under thig subscction (o (he Commissione Charged
with the fesponsibility for Siae clectrification,

Il the owner of any land or building across or on which an

clectric or main ransmission  |ine or lixture has been

constructed or attached requires the position of such clectric

Or main transmission line (o be altered, the Boarq may. having

regard to the safety r{:gula;ionsl of the Filcclricily x\vﬂl. alter the

position, subject to such conditions as it may deem fif

In the exercise of the powers conlerred by section 16 of this
Law, the Board, its officers, servants and agents ».'h;rl.l do as
lile  damage ag may be. and the Bqarq shail p;l}-'
compensation for any damage done 1o any buildings, crops or

cconomic trees.,
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(2) The Board shall pay compensation in respeet of water :
abstracted in the exercise of the power conlerred by section il

6 (1) (b) of this Law to any person injuriously affected by '|'?!.!
the excercise of such powcr.

(3) In the case of dispute as to the amount ol compensation
payable, the same shall be determined by an appropriatc
Magistrate's Court exercising  jurisdiction in  the place
where the land is situate; il the Magistrate's Court has no fl
Jurisdiction in respect ol the subject matter of  the ;iiﬁ
compensation, then the matter shall be referred (o the ITigh
Court having jurisdiction in the arca,

PART IV.-FINANCIAL PROVISIONS - i

19. The funds of the Board shall consist of- ) Funds of the il
(@) all sums, investments or other property whatsocver as may e fi

[rom time to time be given 1o the Board by way ol loan or It
grant by the Government: {

(h) such sums or other property whatsoever as may from time :

o time be given to the Board by way of loan or grant by a A
Local Government Council or by any statutory corporation E
in the State, the Government of Federal Republic of
Nigeria, or of another State, or any international organiza-
tion or body, or a private foundation or any person what-
SOCver,

(c) any investment or other property whatsocver acquired by or
vested in the Board and any moncey carncd or arising from
such investment or property;

(d)  all other sums (including clectricity charges and other fces)
or other property whatsoever which may in any way
become payable to or vested in the Board in respect of its
functions or of any matter incidental thereto under this
Law, or by virtue of the proxisions of any other law.

Aveounts and

20. The Board shall keep proper account of its transactions, and such
accounts shall be audited annually by the Dircctor of Audit in
accordance with the provisions of section 117 ol the Constitution
ol the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

auditing
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(1) As soon as may be after the end of cach financial year, the
Board shall forward to the Governor a full report of ity
operations during the preceding year together with a certified
copy of the audited accounts of the Board.

(2) The accounts of the Board together with the Ducctor ol
Audit's report thereon shall be laid before the Public Accounts
Commiltee.

(3) The Board shall, in cach linancial year, prepare and subinit 1o

the Governor for approval its estimates ol revenue and
expenditure in respeet of the next financial year.

(4) ‘The Board may, with the written approval ol the Governor,
write off bad debts or lost assets.

The Board may, with the written approval of the Governor, borrow
moncy required for meeting any of its obligations or discharging any
of its functions. and with the like approval, charge, mortgage or
otherwise deal with any or all of its assets for the purposc ol sceuring
the money borrowed by it.

The Government of Ebonyi State may guarantee in such manner and
upon such conditions as it may think: fit, the payment of the principal
and interest of any money borrowed by the Board under the
provisions of section 22 of this Law.

PART V.-ACQUISITION OF LAND

(1) Whenever there is any hindrance in obtaining land required
for the purposes of the Board under this Law, the Board shall
make representation to the Governor who may, pursuant 1o
the provisions of the Land Use Act make land available to the
Board.

(2) A plan of any land referred to in subsection (1) of this section
containing measurcments  of  the boundaries ol the land
showing the relationship of the land to any sufficient

identifying mark and signed by the Surveyor General ol

Iibonyi State shall be a sufficient description of the land for
the purpose of any application under that subscction.

(3) The Board shall not; without the approval in writing of the
Governor, alicnate, mortgage, charge or demise any
immovable property, which has been vested in the Board
under any provision of this Law.
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29

20.

(1

(2)

The Board may, with the approval of the Governor, make

rules

(a) prohibiting or restricting the access of members of
the public or of any class of pcople to any premiscs
occupiced by or under the control of the Board;

(b) regulating the hours during which the means whereby
the purposes for which, and the conditions subject 1o
which members of the public or any class of members
ol the public may have access Lo or egress [rom
any such premises or portion thereol;

(¢) for cnsuring the maintenance of good order and
discipline amongst members of the public at any time
and when upon any such premises.

Rules made under subscetion (1) of this section

(a) shall not come into force until they have been
approved by the Governor, and published in the
State's Official Gazetie;

(b) may provide for a penalty not cxceeding Two
Thousand Naira, for the contravention of any such
rules or, in default of payment thercof, imprisonment
for a term not exceeding two weeks.

PART VL-MEETINGS OF THE BOARD

Subject to the provisions of this Law, the Board may make Standing
Orders regulating its proceedings or any of its committee, especially
as regards

(a)
(b)
()
()

(1)

the holding ol meetings;

notice to be given on such meetings and procecedings thercat;
the keeping of minutes and the custody, production and
inspection of such minutes; and

the opening, keeping, closing and auditing of accounts.

The Board shall hold meetings as and when the need arises:
Provided that the Board holds meetings at lcast once a
month. :

Livery mecting of the Board shall be presided over by the
Chairman or, if the Chairman is unable to attend any
particular mecting, by another member clected by the
members present at the meeting (o act as Chairman for that
particular mecting.
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All meetings of the Board shall be summoned by the

Chairman:

Provided that where

(a) the Chairman mncglects or fails to sumimon 4
mecting within three months from the datc of iast
meeting; or

(b) the Chairman is abroad for a period of three months
or more; or
(¢) the Chairman is ill or incapacitated or for any

reasons is unable to discharge the funcuons ol a
Chairman, any two members of the Board may.
after they have requested the Chairman 1o do- 50,
summon a meeting and give reasons for then domg
50,

At a meeting of the Board. five members present’, shall form the
quorum.

Where Standing Orders made under scction 26 of this Law provide
(or the Board 1o co-opt persons who are not members ol the Board,
such persons when co-opted may advise the Board on any matici
referred 1o them by the Board but shall not count for a quorum nor
be entitled to vote at a meeting of the Board.

The Board may make regulations for all or any of the following

purposes

(a) prescribe the general conditions under which clectricity
shall be supplicd or discontinued to consumers;

(h) prescribe the general conditions for salc or letting on hire of
clectrical equipment of all kinds;

(C) prescribe the form of and conditions to be contained in and
the method of service of any notice required or authorized
under this Law;

(d) prescribe any fee or anything which is to be prescribed

generally for the efficient carrying oul ol the purposes and
provisions of this Law.

W ——— P PR
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31.

33.

34.

33.

PART VII-MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

(1) ‘The affixing of the scal of the Board shall be authenticated
by the signatures of the Chairman or some other members
of the Board authorized, cither generally or specifically by
the Board 1o act for that purpose, and by the General
Manager or some other person authorized, cither generally
or specifically by the Board to act for that purposc.

(2) Any document purporting (o be a document duly executed
under the commmon scal of the Board or signed by the
Sccretary shall be received in evidence and be deemed to
be so executed or signed without further proof, unless the
contrary is proved.

Any contract or instrument which, il made or cxecuted by any
person not being a body corporate would not be required to be
under scal, may be made or exccuted on behalf of the Board by any
person generally or specifically authorized to act for that purpose
by the Board.

The validity of any proceedings of the Board shall not be affected

by

(a) any vacancy in its membership; or

(b) any defect in the appointment of a member; or

(¢) the fact that a person not entitled to do so took part in the

proceedings ol the Board.

A member of the Board who has any interest in any company or
concern with which the Board proposes to make any contract or
arrangement, or any interest in such contract or arrangement, shall
disclose to the Board the fact of such interest and the nature
thereof, and such disclosure shall be recorded in the minutes of the
Board. and such member shall not take part in any deliberation or
decision of the Board relating to such contract or arrangement.

lhe Board may grant pensions, gratuitics and other retiring
benefits to its employees or to the estates or to the dependants of
deceased employees of Board in accordance with the Civil service
pensions schemes as provided in the pensions Act, and  the
regulations made thereunder and for the time being in force.
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State may be - e :
Chraib A 36 I'he Board may, by order, subject to the approval of the

Commissioner, divide the State into zoncs for the purpose of
distribution and management of cleetricity in the various zoncs.

soned

Recruitment of 37. (1)  The Board shall have power to
st HENE (a) appoint and promote such staff as it may determine:
service et (b) transfer dismiss or otherwise cxercise disciplinary
control over all persons in the employment of the
Board
(c) prescribe the conditions of service for its stalf and
pay such remuncration as the Board may determine
(2) until any new regulations are made for the disciplinary
control of stalf, such control shall be cxercised g
accordance with the provisions of the Civil Service Rules
or Regulations for the time being in force in the state
mencement of this Law  shall be deemed to be civil servant
in the public scrvice of the state on sccondment 1o the
Board.
Provided that no such person shall suffer any loss ol rank
or retirement benelit as a result of the secondment o the

Board.

PR RS s

A A

Legal proceedings 38, (1) No suit against the Board or against any member, officer or
cmployee of the Board in respect of any act, neglect or
default done or committed or omitted to be done in his
capacity as such member, officer or employee shall lic or
be instituted in any Court unless it is commenced within
three months from the date of the occurrence of the act,
negleet or default, or in the case of a continuance ol
damage or injury, within three months immediately after
cessation.

(2) No suit shall be commenced against the Board or any
member, officer or employee of the Board in respect of any
act, negleet or default done or committed or omitted to be
done by him as such member, officer, or employce ol the
Board until at least one month after the service on the
Board, member, officer or employee ol a written notice by
or on behalf of the intending plaintiff of his intention to
commence the suit, stating
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(4)

(1) the cause of action;

(i1) the particulars of claim;

(ii1)  the name and place of abode of the intending
plaintiff:; and

(1v)  the rehiel claimed.

The notice referred to in subscction (2) of this section and any

summons, notice or other document required or authorized to be

served on the Board or on the member, officer or employee of the

Board may, cxeept where there is express provision to the contrary,

be served- )

(i) on the Board by delivering it to the Chairman or sending it
by registered post addressed to the Chairman at the
principal office of the Board:

(i1) on the member, officer or cmployce.

In any suit by or against the Board, the Board may, without
prejudice (o any other form of representation, be represented at any

stage of the proceedings by any member, officer or employee of

the Board duly authorized in writing by the Board in that behall.
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