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CHAPTER F3

FORESTRY LAW

Law for the preservation and control of forests,
' [Amended by Law No. 14 of 2012.]
[Date of commencement: 127k February, 1998]
»

PART |

Preliminary

- This Law may be cited as the Forestry Law. ’ '

/4

Interpretation
n this Law, unless the context otherwise requires—
“eattle™ includes sheep, goats, horses, mules, donkeys and camels;

“chairman of the local government” means the chairman of the local govern-
ment council of the area within which the area, or the council in question, is situated;

“commissioner” means the State Commissioner for the time being charged with
~ the responsibility of forests;

“communal forestry area” means any land within the arca occupied by a native
community which land is constituted as a communal forestry area under this Law;

“community” means any group of persons occupying any lands in accordance
with and subject to Customary law;

“director” means Director of Forestry;

“enclave™ means an area completely surrounded by a forest reserve and excluded
~ from that forest reserve by an order made under this Law;

- “forest” includes government forest reserves and protected forests, local govern-
- ment forest reserves and protected forests, and communal forestry areas;
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“forest growth” includes anything growing or 10 be. grown (
agricultural crops;

“forest produce™ includes—

(@) timber, firewood, charcoal, rubber, gutta percha, latex, Il
natural varnish, tanning extracts, tanning barks, fruits, fibres, ba
whether found in or brought from a forest or not; and

() i) trees and all other parts or produce of tre
mentioned; :
plants, including climbers and grasses, creepers '
duce of such plants; ;
wood ashes; .
peat surface soil and minerals other than mmera!s wuh !
of any enactment regulating the working of mmem
gravel, limestone, rock and laterite;

honey, beeswax, guano, silk-cocoons, humus an all‘-p _
animals, when found in or brought from a forest;

“forestry officer™ means any officer of the Forestry Division
Agriculture and Natural Resources or any officer appomled un
purpose of giving effect to the provisions of this Law;

“forest reserve”™ means any area constituted of a foresl resery .
under any enactment repealed by this Law, which shall not Ilave cgasﬁtl ) be
reserve under any enactment,

“forestry property” means any stock, stores or materials o ed |
ora lucal 3,0\‘ernmenl and u:,cd or mtcnded lo be uscd in any forest operat

" tents, ﬁ.m,eb, vch:du. roads, brldges and cattle;

Soirth” means the circumierence of a tree measured t:ill'w'll ata
six inches from the ground or (if the tree is buttressed above that
one foot above where the highest buttress merges with the bole;

“inquiry” means any inquiry by a reserve se(llcmem officer

“lands at the disposal of the Government” means any lands
acquired or may acquire by agreement or otherwise and mcludes la
Government;

“minor forest produce” means any forest produce other th
“protected forest” includes— .

(a)

()

hus alu. wdy h(.en puI)llshed
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- “protected tree” or “protected minor forest produce™ means any species of tree
- or any minor forest produce declared by the prescribed person to be protected under
this Law;

“timber” includes all trees, whether standing, fallen or felled, stumps of trees and
- all wood, whether or not cut up or fashioned or hollowed out for any purpose;

“to take minor forest produce” includes to cut, collect, gather or remove such
produce;

“to take timber™ means to fell, lop or girdle trees or to carry away any timber
from the lands upon which the trees have fallen or been felled, whether the trees have

been felled by cutting or by removing the soil from the roots or by any other method
~ or combination of methods;

“tree” includes palms;

“working plan™ means any plan of operations or work on any area whether in a
forest or not so, decided upon and described as such by the Director.

'Appoinmwnt of forestry officers

The Civil Service Commission or the Local Government Service Board, may upon
ommendation of the Commissioner appoint such officers as may be considered neces-
for the purpose of giving effect to the provisions of this Law.

PART 11

Special Provisions Relating to Government Forest Reserves and
Government Protected Forests

“Governor may constitute reserves and protected forests

(1) It shall be lawful for the Governor to constitute as government forest reserves any
following lands-

(@) lands at the disposal of Government;

T al of four feet ; ~(h)  any lands in respect of which it appears to the Governor on the advice of
e that § i the Commissioner of Forests that the forest growth on such lands should be
protected or reserved or forest growth be established.

(2) The Governor may by notice in the State Gazette declare any such lands to be a
ernment protected forest.

(1) Before constituting any lands as a government forest reserve, a notice shall be
published by the Governor in the State Gazette—

(@) specifying as nearly as may be the situation and limits of the lands:
(h)  declaring that the lands now form a protected forest:

Fi-§ [lssue 1]
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(¢)  declaring whether the lands are at the disp
lands coming within section 4 (1) (b);

declaring that it is intended to constitute such Tands a
rescrve, cither for the bcneial purposes of Goyernmert
use and benefit, wholly or in part, of any class 0

of any community or authority; ;

appointing an officer, hereinafter referred to as the
cer, to inquire into and determine the existence, nat
rights claimed by or alleged to exist in favo i :
or brought to the knowledge of the said officer affe
any other rights in or over the lands which |t'u;J I
government forest reserve. ;i

(2) It for any reason the reserve settlement officer appomt |
unable to perform his duties, the Governor may, by notice in t g@
any person to act on his behalf or as his successor; Such
effect for a period not exceeding one month.

6. Notice of inqmry

(<) lnunedtately cause the pdrlu.ularb contained the
the diSIrict or districts in which the lands_.a'r it

in or over or af[et.tmg the lands whlch it is roposedug, still
reserve, shall cither send in a written statemen
before him and state orally the nature and extenL_qﬁh"ﬁ[

Inquiry

7. Duty of the reserve settlement officer at the inquiry- j

(a)

(H) determlne the nature and extent of any claims or
land which have been prcferred or brought to lus np ;

(a)
(b)
()
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(2) Such order shall, subject to the provisions of subsection (3), sel foxﬁ& Haterve

(@) the limits of the lands which constitute the reserve; and

(by  all rights affecting the same as set forth in the judgmgnt of
settlement officer or established by the court upon appeal from su
ment; and ;

(¢)  such additional rights as the Governor shall consider it ju
allow notwithstanding that such rights have not been all | Peovide,
ment of the reserve settlement officer. . s s B Beiiclie an:

If the rese
which in the ¢
~ally altering ¢

oundaries of
such exclu

(3) Such order shall not include (herein such rights as may have bee
reserve settlement officer but which have been subsequently modified or
hereinafter provided and where the boundaries of the reserve have been modifi
inafter provided the order shall set forth the boundaries as subsequently determ

(4) Such order shall be published in the State Guzette and be ma
same manner as was the judgment of the reserve settlement officer.

(5) From the date of the publication of such order in the State Gazelte ~In any gow

shall be a government forest reserve.
Provided

(6) Any order made under this seclion may be revised or modified by |
: already exists o

and such revision or modification may be given retrospective effect.

(7) In any revision or modification made by the Governor under sl_l_bsét':ﬁ AN om
Governor may, after such inquiry, if any, as he shall in his discretion think fit— Extinguis|
(@) exercise the powers conferred upon him by section 13 (ii);and Every right

reserve settlenu
fficer before de
. Provided
dgment, claim
f which he mi
'3ﬂquir){ was beil

(b add such additional rights as he shall consider it just and equitable o ¢
notwithstanding that such rights had not been allowed in th
the reserve settlement officer. :

Modification of the Reserve Settlement Officer’s Judgment

]

13. Rights may be extinguished or modificd by the Con nissioner o
o y I r ified by Commissione o R Commissioher o
Where the reserve settlement officer has admitted wholly or in part any right or

and in the opinion of the Commissioner the exercise of such right or claim o (@  su

thercof would— i b)) s

si¢

(a)  stultify the objects ol any forest reserve;

(b seriously hinder the efficient working of any forest reserve; or e
) y g y 17. Non-exerci:

(¢)  doserious damage to any forest reserve,
the Commissioner may-— ~ Many right v
; o . ‘ ; _ & - Years it shall be d
(i) extinguish any such rights or claims and shall either give monetary
sation, or grant in exchange similar rights on other similarly situated
cither within or outside the final boundaries of the forest reserve; or

(i) confine or restrict any rights or claims Lo certain arcas either within
the forest reserve or the exercise of such rights to certain times of th

18, Rights in re:

It shall not be

forest reserve, wi
i o J o court u

(i) adopt wholly or in part any one or any combination of the above metho ut the c::l??r b

of dealing with the matter. i transfer cﬁ:&ﬂhm

- sted v
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14, Reserve may be made to exclude areas over which claims are admitted

If the reserve settlement officer has admitted wholly or in part any rights on any area
which in the opinion of the Governor could be excised from the reserve without materi-
ally altering or stultifying the objects of the reserve, the Governor may so amend the
boundaries of the reserve so that such areas are excluded from the reserve or he may cre-
ate such excluded areas or enclaves within the boundaries of the admitted reserve:

Provided that in altering the external boundaries of the reserve, the Governor shall
not include any area which lies outside the original boundaries set out in the notice of the
proposed reserve published in accordance with the provisions of section 5.

Further Provisions Affecting Rights
cexisting rights of way and watercourses if alternatives

15, Commissioner may close
exist

In any government forest reserve, the Commissioner may close any right of way or

watercourse:
Provided that in his opinion another right of way or Walercourse equally convenient
already exists or is provided.

16. Extinguishment and revival of rights

Fvery right in or over land in respect of which no claim shall have been made to the
reserve settlement officer, or of which no knowledge shall have been acquired by that
officer before delivery of his judgment shall be extinguished:

Provided that if any person shall, within one year of the date of delivery of the final
judgment, claim and satisfy the Commissioner that he was possessed of a right in respect
of which he might have made a claim, and that through ignorance ol the fact that an
inquiry was being held or for other sufficient reason he failed to make such claim, the
Commissioner may direct that—

()
(M

such right shall be revived; or

such claim shall be modified or extinguished in accordance with the provi-
sions ol section 13.

17. Non-excercise of rights

within a forest reserve shall not have been exercised for a period of ten

If any right
shed.

years it shall be deemed to be extingui
18, Rights in reserves may not be alienated without the consent of the Commissioner
It shall not be lawful for any person to alicnate any right alfecting land included in a
forest reserve. which has been established before the reserve settlement officer or before
a court under section 11 or revived under section 16, by sale, mortgage or transfer with-
out the consent of the Commissioner first had and obtained. Any such sale, mortgage or

s fer effected without such consent shall be null and void,

ssue 1]
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19. No new rights to be acquired in land to be constituted
approval 5
b N

During the period between the dates of the publication by the Govern

of his intention to create a government forest reserve and of the der
constituting the reserve— ; ;
(a) no right shall be acquired in or over the land compr _

otherwise than by succession or under a grant ¢
into with the approval of the Governor; and

(h)  save as hereinafter provided no—

(i) new house shall be built;

(ii) tree shall be cut; and
(iii)  forest produce shall be removed:

Provided that nothing in this section shall be deemed to pr
the permission in writing of the local government or a forestry 0
than that of an assistant director. : :

20. Power to de-reserve

The Governor may by order direct that from a date named th
part thereol constituted a government forest reserve under sectio
government forest reserve or a part of such reserve and thereupo &9
lands shall cease 1o be a government forest reserve or a part of such reser

Provided that the rights, if any, which may have been extinguish
revive in consequence of such cessation. G

PART 1

Administration of Local Government Fi orest

21. Management of local government forest reserves

(1) The protection, control and management of a local gove
shall be undertaken by the local government constituting it, or withi
it is situated, subject to the supervision and control of the Commissi
the advice of the director. ey )

(2) Such protection, control and management may, upon a noti
being published in the State Gazette, be placed temporarily under th
tion of the director cither at the request of the local government con
instructions of the Commissioner if he is of the opinion that such a st
expedient for ensuring the proper and sufficient protection, control
such local government forest reserve. BN

(3) Any local government forest reserve placed temporarily unc
direction of the director in pursuance of the provisions of subsecti
controlled and managed on behalf and for the benefit of the local go
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(i) prohibiting the taking or destruction of any'spéciﬁed’-ld' of
minor forest produce in the exercise of such rights as aforesaic
(i) prohibiting the exercise of all or any of such rights as
any specified part of the arca; :
(1) generally for giving effect to the objects and purposes for whic
are established. R GAAR >

(2) Bye-laws made under this section shall be made known in
declarations made under section 34 and, subject to any exception spec
all rules made under this section shall apply to all persons who are subject to
tion of the local government, and may be made to apply in whole or in |

persons as may be specified in the said bye-laws. (1) ¢
@ the Trea:
26. Power to vary or cancel declaration Lkt : reserve ¢
A local government may, with the approval of the Permanent Secretary in ¢ £ reou B :‘;’;g’z af

! B y

Local Government in consultation with the ministry responsible for

from the date specified in the declaration or any part thereof declared to (2) R
forestry arca shall cease to be a communal [orestry area or a part of such ar
ter from such date such lands shall cease to be'a communal foresiry area ¢ @ par 33. Res

area. Such declaration shall be made known in the same manner as Nothi
ing an area a communal forestry area. B ; ' othi
- Ly T SRS enactmer

PART V

Ceneral Provisions

Entry upon Lands

27. Marking of boundaries R -
i specify th

The Conservator of Forests may enter upon any land for the purpo

T

i o beacons or demarcating or cutting any boundary lines within and around an! (1
it is proposed 1o constitute a forest reserve or a protected forest and aroun
ik land included as enclaves.

il (2)
(3 1 28. Improvement of forest generally
i Any forestry officer not below the rank of an assistant director ma;
land and may cut out and destroy any diseased, dead or dying tree
g ' cause damage to any forestry property or to life or property. : )
q] | l . » H f .

E'fl ; 29, Prevention of offence ()
Ej 1t shall be lawful for any forestry officer or police officer to pre n
B ol any forestry offence.
ST 30. Power to exempt certain classes and districts 5)

The Governor may by notice in the State Gazette withdraw from th perd
or any of the provisions of this Law, any class of persons or any tribe or part ¢

and district or any area specified therein, either for the period mentioned in |
without a assigned period. Ty
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Miscellaneous

1t shall be lawful for the Commissioner to take from any local government forest

erve or protected forest any forest produce which may be req_wrcd for public purposes
payment of a fair and reasonable price therefor which price shall not excged suc:h
and royalties as may be specified in regulations and are generally applicable in
't of the reserve or protected forest when the forest produce was taken.

(1) All fees received under this Law shall be paid by the officer receiving them into
e Treasury of the State save that fees payable in respect of any local government forest
e or any other area which the Governor may by notice in the State Gazette pre-
be as an area in respect of which fees are payable to the local government, shall be
by the officer receiving them directly to the local government.

Nothing in this Law shall be construed so as to prevent the acquisition under any

enactment relating to the acquisition of lands for public purposes of land incliided in the

‘of local government forest reserves or protected forests.

Regulations

Power of Governor to make regulations -~

he Governor may make regulations for all or any of the purposes following and may
fy the area or areas to which all or any of the regulations shall apply—

(1) prohibiting or regulating the taking of forest produce or of any specified kind
of forest produce on lands at the disposal of Government or communal lands;

prohibiting the sale and purchase of forest produce or of any specified kind
of forest produce by any person other than the holders of licences and per-
mits granted under this Law, or by any other persons or by any classes of
persons specified in the regulations;

prohibiting the sale, purchase and possession of forest produce taken, col-
lected or prepared in contravention of this Law:;

prohibiting the destruction of, or any act which may tend to the destruction
of or cause injury to any forest produce or forest growth or forest property
in any forest reserve or on lands at the disposal of the Government or
communal lands;

regulating the grant and prescribing the form that any licences or permits
may take in any particular case—

(a) 1o take forest produce in forest reserves or on lands at the disposal of
Government, or communal lands; and

(h) 1o sell and purchase forest produce;

[Tssue 1]
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(6)

(N

(8)

“)
(10)

()
(12)

preseribing the procedure for fixing and making known
fees to be paid on the application for and the grant o
and the royalties and fees to be paid by the holders the

prescribing the persons who may declare any specified k
protected tree and any specified kind of minor fores
tected minor forest produce under this Law and the pr

providing for the collection, payment and disposal
and costs of survey and demarcation; :

providing for the survey and demarcation of forest r

regulating the marketing of timber and the manufactur
of marking instruments; L

regulating the taking, collection and preparation ot"fof '

providing for the seizure, detention and disposal of tin
taken, collected, prepared, sold, purchased, possessed or
contravention of this Law or in respect of which any o
Law has been commitied,; i

regulating the salving and disposal of drift timber;

prohibiting any act which might cause the obstructio
cause danger to navigation; !

providing for the establishment and maintenance of nurseries
afforestation of lands, the preservation and pradlicuqnﬁﬁ
and the introduction of new species of trees or other fo

providing for the management, utilisation and protection

L L
prescribing the powers and duties of forestry officers;
authorising the payment of grants and bonuses out of the publid
the encouragement of forestry; '

the protection of forest produce in a forest reserve by—

(@) prescribing the time at which and the manner
reserved or recognised by the reserve settlement
cised; 5

(b)  prohibiting the taking or destruction of any specified
or minor forest produce in the exercise of such rig
and :

prohibiting the exercise of all or any of such
any specified part of a forest reserve;
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(23) the control of protected forests and the protection of forest pruduce‘ in a
protected forest mutatis mutandis as if such protected forest were a forest

reserve;
(24)  regulating (he kindling of fires for any purpose within a protected forest or
a forest reserve and prescribing the persons who may allocate the period
during which afire may or may not be allowed for any purpose;

(25) providing for the remission or reduction of any royalty, fee or toll charged
or payable under the provisions of this Law:

(26)  generally for giving effect to the objects and purposes of this Law.

35, Power of Governor to make regulations for imposing tolls

The Governor may make regulations for imposing tolls on forest produce or any Kind
of forest produce conveyed on any inland waterways opened or improved by the
Government.

16. Power to exempt areas from regulations

The Governor may by notice in the State Gazette exclude from the operation of any
regulations made under section 46 or 47 any arca preseribed in such notice.

7. Power of local government to make rules

(1) A local government, with the approval of the Governor. may make rules for any
of the purposes prescribed in section 46 for the general protection and management of
forests and forest produce, exclusive of government forest reserves, in (he area within its
jurisdiction.

(2) Subject to any exception specified in such rules, all rules made under this section
shall apply to all persons who are subject to the jurisdiction of the local government and

~ may be made to apply in whole or in part to such other persons as may be specified in the

said rules.

Offences and Legal Procedure
38, Acts prohibited in a forest reserve

Whoever in any forest reserve, except with the authority in writing of the preseribed

~ officer—

(¢)  takes any forest produce;

(h)  uproots, burns, strips off the bark or leaves from, or otherwise damages.
any tree;

(¢)  sets fire to any grass or herbage, or kindles a fire without taking due pre-
caution to prevent its spreading:

simokes or lights a lire in any part of a forest reserve within which, or at a
time when, smoking or the lighting of fires is prohibited by an order of the
Commissioner or a local government;

pastures cattle or permits cattle to trespass;
digs, cuts, turns or cultivates the soil or makes a farm or plantation;

[lssue 1]
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(¢)  frespasses in any part of a forest reserve in which trespassing I 0!
ited by an order of the Commissioner or a local governmen ﬁd ring
period specified in an order of the Commissioner or a local governme Any
(hy  constructs any dam or weir across any river or strea ot (
obstruets the channel of any river or stream; £
(1) resides in or erects any building; '
() hunts or fishes;
(k) damages in any way or destroys any forestry property, sh
summary conviction, to a fine of five thousand naira or to 1
twelve months or to both. i (
[Paragraph () is amended by Law No. 14012012.] 0
39, Saving in respect of section 50 5
- i 2 ; : - shall be
Nothing in section 38 shall prohibit the exercise by any person or ¢
right in a forest reserve constituted under this Law, if such right has been re
the order constituting such forest reserve. s
. L 43. Ar
40. Offences in proteeted forests ‘L' (|
‘Whoever within a protected forest, except with the authority in wntl Gl ana
scribed officer— e such per
(a)  uproots, lells or otherwise damages any protected tree of believed
girth; Pr
(h)  otherwise than during the period of year allowed for thi nearest
. sets fire to or allows a fire to spread to any forest growth .
growth is being or has been felled for farming purposes; - (2) ¢
(¢)  contravenes any of the provisions of section 19 (b), g'f—"“’“ c
shall be liable on summary conviction 1o a fine of ten thousand naira or (0 im ek
Pr

six months and in addition thereto may be required by the court to pay a sum equi
the fees and royalties payable on any forest produce removed or damaged a d al - unnecess
amount, ifany, as the court may consider just as compensation for any damage .

[Seetion 40 amended by Law No. 14 0f 2012.]

44. Inn

41. Seizure of certain forest produce 7  Whe

(1) Any forestry officer or police officer not below the rank of assist F'llrt:hase

dent of police may himself or by any government employee acting unds ;:’" of

seize any forest produce reasonably suspected of having been unlawfull ; [5 l:lws ta

being unlawfully removed. i

(2) Where the person suspected of having committed the offence in- 45, Om

(e forest produce has been seized has not been charged and the offe

compounded as hereinafler provided, such officer, afier obtaining the der The o

trate, may—— 8 ' Law shal
(@) sell such forest produce and pay the proceeds thereof aft 1

the expenses of the sale either to the Treasury of the State - 46. Aut]

government treasury, as the case may be; or ; (1) W

(b)  destroy, or allocate such forest produce either to the use 0 ' this Law

the local government, as the case may be.
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42. Offences

ient or during
ggvemmgﬁ' i Any person who—
(@) forges or fraudulently uses, or aids or abets any person to forge or fraudu-
lently use, any registered hammer or hammer mark or any mark used for
denoting the ownership of any forest produce, or any other mark used by
the Forestry Division of the Ministry of Animal and Forest Resources in
connection with the administration of the provisions of this Law, or any

mark similarly used by a local government; or

shall be liab

» imprisonment of )
3l i (h)  alters, removes, destroys or defaces any such mark placed on forest pro-
duce or any boundary mark of a forest or of any land proposed to be

% included in a forest,

<hall be liable to a fine of ten thousand naira or imprisonment for one year or to both.

[Section 42 amended by Law No. 14 of 2012.]

43, Arrest of suspected persons

(1) 1t shall be lawful for any forestry officer (o arrest without a warrant any person
who may be reasonably suspected of having committed any offence under this Law, if
uch person refuses to give his name and address or gives a name and address which is
welieved to be false, or if there is reason to believe that he will abscond:

~ Provided that any person so arrested shall be taken before a magistrate or to the
nearest police station without unnecessary delay.

(2) A local government forest guard shall, in respect of persons subject to the juris- x
ction of a local government, have similar powers to those given to a forestry officer by

is section:
Provided that the person arrested shall be taken before an area courl without
nnecessary delay.

4. Innocent possession

When any person is charged with the breach of any regulation prohibiting the sale,
urchase or possession of any forest produce taken, collected or prepared in contraven-
~ tion of this Law, such person shall be liable to be convicted of such breach unless he
~ shows to the satisfaction of the court that he was unaware that such forest produce was
ken, collected or prepared in contravention of this Law.

Onus of prool

- The onus of proof that any forest produce has not been taken in contravention of this
aw shall lie upon the person in whose possession the forest produce is found.

6. Authority to compound offences

R w (1) Where a person is reasonably suspected of having committed an offence against
of Governm : is Law, other than an offence under section 42, any forestry officer not below the rank

F3-17 [Issue 1]
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of assistant conservator of forests may, instead of taking proceedings again
court, receive from such person a sum of money by way of compensa
that he is suspected of having committed together with the value of the forest | :
forestry property in respect of which he was suspected of having committed an offe ‘ syl of a fore

Provided that the money received by way of compensation shall no : ;
than twice the fees and royalties, i any, estimated to have been lost on th
question, or twice the value of the forestry property in question, as the ca

(2) On such payment being made the suspected person, if i
released and no further proceedings shall be taken against such person
offence, any property seized as being liable to forfeiture shall be restored al
ceedings pending in court in respect of the same person on the same fa
withdrawn, i A

(3) Any sums received under the provisions of subsection (1) shal
reserve or the protected forest in respect of which the offence was suspe

_50. S

All £
deemed
Law.

51 Eff

been committed was a local government forest reserve or local oV (¢
forest, be paid 1o the local government concerned and if not, the sums /
the Treasury of the State. . PRI (
47.  General penalty s made bel

given or

Any person who contravenes any regulation made under this Law or th
any licence or permit issued under this Law for which no penalty is
shall be liable to a fine of one thousand naira or to imprisonment for three

[Scetion 47 amended by Law No. 14 ol 2012.]

“48. Additional penalty . e

In addition to any penalty imposed for an offence against the provisior

or any regulations made hereunder, the court may order— i

(a)  any forest produce in respect of which the offence was ¢

instrument or thing with which the offence was committed o

and disposed of as the court may direct; ,

(hy  any farm or plantation made in a forest reserve in contravention

tion 38 (/) to be destroyed or, on the application of the d -}f[[:

such farm be confiscated and thereafter disposed of in the discreti
director; 3

(¢) that any licence or permit held under this Law shall be can ]

(dy  that, where no licence or permit has been taken out and the ffé‘ﬂ

have taken out a licence or permil, a sum equal 1o the am __tg‘ti'i)

and royalties that should have been paid in respect of su m

licence, be paid to the authority or person who would otherwise hay

entitled to such fee or royalty. ' '

“

49. Institution and conduct of legal proceedings

Notwithstanding the provisions of any written law to the contrary, pro
offence against any provisions of this Law, or of any regulations made
and all civil proceedings by the director shall be brought in the name
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d may be instituted and conducted by him or any forestry officer not below the rank of

istant conservator, or by any other forestry officer authorised generally, or specifically
relation to any particular proceeding or class of proceedings, by writing under the hand
a forestry officer not below the rank of assistant conservator.

PART VI
Saving

Saving as to existing forest reserves

11 forest reserves existing at the time of the coming into force of this Law, shall be
ed to have been constituted under and in accordance with the provisions of this

Effect of certain things done
(@)  Any notification, appointment or notice made or published; or

(b)  any inquiry, decision or judgment of any person holding such inquiry. held
or given whether at the inquiry or on appeal,

ade before the enactment of this Law shall be deemed to have been made or published,

ien or held under the provision of this Law.
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